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Adult Migrants Civic Participation in Political Parties:

A European Curriculum Design Project
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Migration Citizenship Research Initiative

 

 

Humanities Institute of Ireland

 

What is MCRI?

 

The Migration and Citizenship Research

 

Initiative

 is a multi

-

disciplinary, cross

-

university and cross

-

sector research infrastructure and

 network that 

supports critically engaged research at national and international levels. 

 

Immigration, Social Policy and Institutional Change is 

a 

thematic research area in MCRI and under this strand we are

 

hosting an 

EU Socrates Grundtvig 

(Adult Education

) Project,

 

 ‘Winning Immigrants as Active Participants in Civic Society’

.

 

Background to the Project

 

Populations of immigrant origin are growing in Europe, however immigrants are under represented in many fields of civic activities, therefore immigrant 

incl

usion and civic participation has been recognised as a crucial issue for democracy in the European Union. 

 

What is this Project About?

 

The Project aims at encouraging and enabling adult educational professionals to conduct courses with the target of raisin

g civic participation of immigrants

. 

 

The Irish component of the Project is concerned with designing workshops and modules on Immigrant Participation in Political Parties, both country specific 

to Ireland and for use by political party activists and adult 

educators in Europe.

 

The courses will address adult educational professionals all over Europe who are interested in promoting immigrant participation and stimulating the demand 

for learning among immigrant adults who are underrepresented in life

-

long learn

ing. 

 

Research Methodology: Participatory Research and Action

 

 ‘Participatory Research and Action is an approach and a set of tools for helping groups of people to identify their own issues or problems, work out options 

for handling them, create an action 

plan and organize to carry out the plan. Communities that have used these techniques can pass them on to new 

communities.’ (Kane, Eileen, 2000)

 

We decided to use PRA as a methodology in a group enquiry system, where immigrants discussed their experiences o

f civic participation in Ireland and 

accessing politicians and the political process.

 

Through Focus Groups we were able to use PRA techniques to discover the issues  which needed to be addressed and the questions which needed to be 

asked, when designing tr

aining courses for adult imm

igrants in civic participation.

 

 

All the PRA techniques and the processes and behaviours for using them, are related to basic steps when working with groups:

 

 

Identify the group’s problems

 

 

Create an action plan

 

 

Mobilize for action

 

 

 

Monitor and evaluate the results

 

 

 

Come up with possible solutions

 

 

Assess t

he solutions

 

Poster 2  

 

An illustration of a Participatory Research and Action Project Plan.

 

The Poster shows how we were able to identify and deal with issues raised in the discu

ssions and develop a Project Plan, which would be inclusive of the 

voices of immigrants and identify what they wanted to know.

 

For example, as a technique a Pie Chart has two functions: the first is to facilitate group discussion, where it is the discussio

n that is important and the 

second is diagnostic, when a technique is completed it can tell us what to do next.

 

One outcome of this task highlighted the position of migrant women and their ability to participate in civic society in Ireland via the politica

l 

process. You can track this issue through the PRA plan on Poster 2.

 

Since common elements found in a PRA approach include critical self

-

aware responsibility, equity and empowerment, diversity, these are also key to 

encouraging a two 

-

 way communication b

etween a host country and its immigrant communities. 

 

This is a work in progress and we are now at the Module Test Workshop phase in Ireland and Norway

.

  

However since PRA is an iterative process, 

we will use the workshop outcomes and feedback to influence

 the content, design and delivery of the training modules and to underpin immigrants’ inclusion 

in the curriculum design process.

 

This project may lead to developing a 

Participatory Learning and Action Model

 conducive for adult learners.

 

Assumptions underl

ying Participatory Research and Action approaches 

are particularly suitable for working with immigrant groups, where cultures, 

languages and ethnic life histories converge in a host country:

 

As stakeholders they can participate in the process of producing 

useful information and have insights and perspectives to contribute 

 

PRA techniques are primarily aids to group discussion and are visually accessible to literate and non

-

literate people alike 

 

The resulting research can be tied to action and the role of t

he practitioner is to co

-

facilitate action, in partnership with the community or group, as a learner 

not a teacher

 

It can be a particularly supportive approach for women, migrants and other excluded and marginalized groups

 

Who will benefit from this Projec

t?

 

·

 

We aim to improve the content of adult education by the dissemination of an innovative and international curriculum. 

 

·

 

We expect that immigrants will profit from the project, as the projected workshops will create a more open atmosphere for immigrant act

ivism 

and a more pro

-

active and sensitive recruitment and activation of immigrant members in political parties. 

 

·

 

Political Parties officials from European countries, where the Grundtvig training course curricula are implemented, will benefit from the 

organ

isation of workshops in their countries.

 

Curriculum Design Research Partners in the Project team include: University College Dublin (Ireland), University of Oldenburg (Germany), University of 

Stavanger (Norway), Sensa Advena, Centre of Competence and Cours

e Delivery for Migrants and Ethnic Minorities (Norway). 

 

Caitriona Stewart Short, Researcher / Project Manager, MCRI, Humanities Institute of Ireland, UCD (

www.ucd/mcri.ie

)

 

 

